Subject :Release of AF Technical Order Digital Specs/Stds Interim IETM Guidance     07 Mar 03

Sir/Ma’am:

We previously announced, in our 3 Jan 03 email, Subject: Upcoming Industry Day for AF Technical Order Digital Specs/Stds, that we were developing interim guidance for Interactive Electronic Technical Manuals (IETMs) and desired to solicit comments from vendors who now have and/or are marketing various IETM solutions to programs across the AF and DoD. We invited your staff to participate too.

That event was successfully conducted with participation from a number of vendors and AF System Program Offices.  Consequently, we are now releasing the interim guidance for the acquisition of AF IETMs. The following documents provide the interim guidance for IETMs and are posted on our web site at:   http://www.ide.wpafb.af.mil/tmss/index1.html 

· The TM-86-01, Technical Manual Contract Requirements (TMCR) changes to implement in contracts.
· The evolving TM Functionality Matrix with handbook

· The enhanced interim MIL-PRF-87269 Document Type Definition (DTD)

The interim IETM guidance is intended to permit programs acquire standard IETM support for their programs in the period before a final IETM standard is adopted by the AF.  To that end, we are currently examining the AECMA / AIA SPEC1000, to determine its suitability as the final standard for the AF.  If this were to be adopted, the timetable would most probably be in the 2004 timeframe.  If your program can wait until that event, it may yield the most cost-effective solution. 

I want to emphasize that we want to do no harm to any existing IETM program. Also, we don’t want to leave any existing data formats behind as we plan and move to the future.  As we look to the future, we want to work with you to further interoperability and enterprise integration - important goals raised by AF leadership.  Your participation and cooperation are paramount to the success of this effort.  
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WILLIAM V. COX, Colonel, USAF
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