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ASC/LUGL (H.J. Ford)

Subject:  MIL-HDBK-863 Reinstatement as a Standard

Statement of Problem:

The conversion of DOD-STD-863 from a STD (Standard) to a HDBK (Handbook) has left the acquiring and sustaining agencies without a standardized method of contracting for specific engineering data development and data updates to legacy weapon systems. DOD-STD-863 is a first tier standard required by MIL-PRF-83495 for the creation of Organizational Maintenance Manual Sets (OMMS) technical orders. Creation of OMMS requires specific wiring data element assignment and identification outlined in DOD-STD-863.  DOD-STD-863 also requires wiring designation by specific methods outlined in MIL-W-5088. Without DOD-STD-863 as a standard, a contractor is under no contractual obligation to maintain wiring data necessary to update and sustain the current OMMS technical order family for that weapon system. The potential for configuration data loss is also high when the specific data elements are not assigned/identified as required by DOD-STD-863.  

When a legacy weapon system is modified it is essential that the engineering data and drawings conform to the existing formats of the legacy weapons data for proper conversion into technical orders and to maintain configuration control. When a modification to a legacy weapon system is accomplished it is essential that if the original design was accomplished using DOD-STD-863 as a standard, it continue using these data assignment methods as the standard. As a handbook, modifying contractors cannot be obligated to update the drawings and data to the standard.

Action Requested:

Return MIL-HDBK-863 to a standard (DOD-STD-863). Also, update AFI 21-403 requiring Program Management Organizations and EDMOs to develop wiring data and schematics per DOD-STD-863 when the weapon system is a legacy system originally designed using DOD-STD-863. (Ref AFI 21-403, para. 13.3, dated 18 March 1994).

It is not the goal of this action item to use DOD-STD-863 as the sole standard for creation of engineering data for newly developed weapon systems-but to ensure that those legacy weapons systems developed using DOD-STD-863 continue to update and sustain their data in their existing format. The program managers and EDMOs should be given a vehicle to direct contractors modifying a legacy weapon system to update the data using the existing DOD-STD-863 data format. This will allow proper development and sustainment of the OMMS technical manuals per MIL-PRF-83495 as well as allow updates to configuration management database tools using the preferred existing methods.

Completion Date:

Progress Report/Final Report:
Apr 01 Meeting Update:  MIL-HDBK-863 Reinstatement as a Standard.  Compilation of material continues for MIL-HDBK-863 revision and transition to Military Standard designation.  As this is primarily a Standardization project tasking, this action item is CLOSED as an AFEDG initiative.  However, AFEDG focal points will be included in reviews and progress updates provided as this project proceeds.

