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Date:  30 November, 2000
Status:
OPEN

Update:  12 Mar 01  30 Apr 01  8 Oct 02  28 Feb 03  9 Apr 03  30 May 03

Requester: 
HQ USAF/ILMM
Organization:
AFEDG

Subject:
Third Party Engineering Data Access
Statement of Problem:
Third parties such as Advisory and Assistance Services (A&AS) contractors and support services contractors may require access to data with other than unlimited rights in order to perform work for the Government in compliance with contracted tasks.
Action Requested:
Acquire written policy and procedural guidance from HQ AFMC/JA and HQ AFMC/PK for providing third party access to other than unlimited rights engineering data and provide policy memo and procedural guidance for AFMC implementation.  Provide policy memo and procedural guidance for advisory purposes to non-AFMC engineering data focal points.

Assigned to:
HQ AFMC/EN   and   MSG/MMF

HQ AFMC/EN  -  obtain guidance from HQ AFMC/JA and HQ AFMC/PK, distribute to field

MSG/MMG:

a.
explore how other disciplines are addressing the use of limited rights data by third parties (e.g. A&AS, support service, etc. contractors).

b.
post policy memo and procedural guidance to Engineering Data web site.

Due Date   Progress briefing: April 2001 AFEDG meeting

Completion Date:  

NOTE:  This is a continuation of the effort originally initiated by AI 95-5.  Refer to AI 95-5 for background.  

Progress Report/Final Report:  

12 March 01:  (a)  Through the AF JEDMICS program office received an inquiry from Navy inquiring how AF provided contractor access and if we were having any difficulties.  Have contacted NAVAIR personnel at Patuxent River NAS, MD to establish dialogue and possible joint effort in resolving this subject..  (b) Effort has been initiated to contact Army and Navy repository sites as listed in MIL-HDBK-331 to determine if this same concern has been encountered with them and what, if any, action they have taken or other efforts underway to address this subject.  Action item remains OPEN.

Apr 01 Meeting Update:  Receipt of an Under Secretary of Defense letter entitled Reform of Intellectual Property Rights of Contractors by HQ AFLC/EN indicates that the issue of access to Government held data is being recognized at the highest levels.  HQ AFMC/ENP will query HQ AFMC/JA regarding impact the USD letter may have on the matter of support service contractor access to JEDMICS and USD office for further discussion of letter.  Specifically, what is the potential impact of this letter on third party access to JEDMICS maintained data and the potential path to resolving this issue.

Side discussion during the AFEDG meeting of Apr 01 with the Army guest revealed the same concerns the Air Force has.  This, coupled with earlier discussion with Navy contacts, reinforces previous opinions that this is not an exclusive Air Force concern but one of DoD-wide scope.  Action item remains OPEN.

8 October 2002, Update:  Unfortunately, this action item remains in limbo.  In spite of good faith efforts by HQ AFMC/ENPM, the AFMC JAG seems disinclined to provide any guidance or assistance in developing procedures for allowing support service contractors unfettered access to repository held engineering data.  The only response obtained to date is to ask for the data owner’s permission to allow support service contractor access.  However, no guidance or advice on how to get around this, change the rules, namely the DFARS, or anything else.  Based on this stalemate, cancellation of this action item is contemplated.

28 February 2003, Udate:  Following discussion during the 29 Oct 03 AFEDG meeting HQ AFMC/ENPM has continued to query HQ AFMC/JAQ for guidance with no response.  Based on this impasse, HQ USAF/ILMM has been requested to raise this issue with appropriate Air Staff functions.  This action item, AI 95-5, JAG ltr Jul 00, and JAG memo Nov 00, were provided.  Action item remains OPEN.

19 March 2003, Update:  Submitted this action item with supporting data to HQ USAF/ILMM requesting assistance in pursuing this subject.  Action item remains OPEN.

9 April 2003, Update:  

(1)
Based on solicitation for DFARS Transformation input, MSG/MMF in coordination with HQ AFMC/ENPM has submitted material requesting clarifications and suggesting changes regarding A&AS contractor access to DoD held data.

(2)
Telecon with HQ USAF/ILMM, SAF/GCQ, HQ AFMC/ENPM, and MSG/MMF.  The following is synopsis is provided:

Telecon with SAF/ILMM and SAF/GCQ regarding contractor access to JEDMICS.

Participants:

Don Brooks…HQ USAF/ILMM
Will Anderson…SAF/GCQ

Lt. Col. Brenda Haven, Dave Crouse…HQ AFMC/ENPM
Lee Davis…MSG/MMF (MTC)

MSG/MMF Provided background leading up to this telecon.

Mr. Anderson stated that a related issue had been submitted to SAF/GC regarding foreign nationals handling duties of TODO.

Current FY04 Authorization Act contains in Section 821 provisions allowing limited contractor access for administrative purposes.  This would provide relief for such as system administrators and others handling and/or servicing DoD database systems.  While this would allow such things as contract management of a JEDMICS facility, it would not permit access to, or use, of the data contained therein which is our primary concern.

Telecon participants were informed that MSG/MMF, in coordination with HQ AFMC/ENPM, had submitted a package to the current DFARS Transformation initiative with proposed DFARS changes and request for clarification of terms.  SAF/GCQ participants were well aware of this project and MSG/MMF provided the submission line number.

Questions were raised about the feasibility of modifying JEDMICS search capability to permit discrete discrimination of the available data in some manner.  MSG/MMF provided a thumbnail overview of current capabilities and what conceptually could be accomplished.  When asked about recoding current U and L designations to allow access to GPLR designated data, MSG/MMF informed the telecon of the magnitude of such an undertaking, that over 30 million items of data would each need to be individually reviewed.  (It would actually be considerably less since only L designated data would require review but could easily be several million.)

No definitive decisions were made nor actions taken as a result of this telecon.  SAF/GCQ participants will review the DFARS Transformation submittal which is available on-line at http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/ACE/DFARS.html, line number 220.  The telecon ended with expectations for further telecons on this subject.

Action item remains OPEN.

30 May 2003 Update:  The status to date, and events surrounding the subject of this action item, was presented to the AFEDG meeting of 13 May 03.  An informational package was provided during the meeting and is available upon request from msgmmfjedmics@wpafb.af.mil  Subsequent to that meeting, due to the necessity of waiting as the legislative process occurs, there is nothing to relate.  This Action Item remains OPEN.







